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Read the text and decide which answer (A, B, C or D) best fits each gap. 

There are a (1) _____ number of decisions to be made every day, from the moment we 

wake up out of a deep sleep to the moment we fall asleep at the end of the day. Some 

people are very good at making decisions and others find it almost impossible. 

Take, for example, a simple meal out with my friend Barbara. She can never make her 

mind up about what to (2) _____ for and will look at a menu for ages and ages before (3) 

_____ loudly, almost incapacitated with indecision. It results in her voice becoming 

extremely (4) _____ the more frustrated she gets, and ugly red blotches erupting on her 

face. However, I do admire the fact that she still tries to remain positive in such situations 

and she invariably (5) _____ a desire to be more decisive like myself. I am (6) _____ to 

the acute embarrassment I know she suffers at these times and suffer along with her. 

When it comes to food, it’s easy for me, as I’ll know instantly what I fancy, and when it 

comes to desserts, I rarely have any (7) _____ left for them, so it’s easy for me to say I’ll 

have nothing. However, I fall down abysmally with fashion decisions and, for some 

reason, Barbara has no problem there. She finds it easy to decide what to wear and has an 

innate (8) _____ of style of which I’m extremely envious. I can imagine her still looking 

(9) _____ and stylish at 70, while at 22 I already look like an elderly woman who doesn’t 

care about how she looks.  

 

1 A charming B bustling C bewildering D strange 

2 A choose B opt  C select  D pick 

3 A shuddering B coughing C barking D sighing 

4 A creaky B squeaky C catchy D noisy 

5 A expresses B announces C states  D exposes 

6 A sensible B attentive C thoughtful D sensitive 

7 A room  B place  C scope  D area 

8 A meaning B notion C sense  D impression 

9 A childlike B youthful C childish D juvenile 



Read the text. Use the word given in capitals at the end of some of the lines to form 

a word that fits in the gap in the same line.  
 

Although the subject of history has gained in (1) ____________ over the past 

POPULAR 

few years, many people believe that history is a waste of time and have an  

(2) ____________ to reading or thinking about it, believing that it is better to AVERSE 

concentrate on the present rather than the past. However, there are those who 

believe that (3) ____________ to the exciting world of the past should start at EXPOSE 

a very early age. Unfortunately, maybe we are somewhat (4) ____________ if GUIDE 

we believe the premise that by studying history, we may be able to avoid the 

mistakes of the past in our own age. It is obvious that man has learned very 

little about living together from his past. Furthermore, in some cases,  

deliberate (5) ____________ of past actions are used to justify modern warfare. 

INTERPRET 

Scientific discoveries which have accumulated over the past millennia no  

doubt lead to a more comfortable lifestyle for many people today but there  

are still frontier disputes and (6) ____________ . It’s important to remember  

CONFRONT 

that much of history has been written by those that have conquered others and  

history is a record of their (7) ____________ instead of an objective view of ACHIEVE 

their exploits and the era in which they lived. Nevertheless, this should not  

deter people from studying the past because for every negative and  

(8) ____________ event there may have been, there are also many more FAVOUR 

positive ones which show how amazing the human race can be. For me, it  

is (9) ____________ that some schools may no longer be teaching the subject  THINK 

in the future.  

 

 

 

 

 



Complete the second sentence so that it has a similar meaning to the first sentence,  

using the word given. Do not change the word given. You must use between three  

and six words, including the word given. 
 

1 It was only because the salesperson was so persuasive that I bought the phone. 

 NOT 

 I _________________________________ if the salesperson hadn’t been so persuasive. 

2 ‘You’re going to get the promotion,’ his colleague said. 

 TOLD 

 His colleague _________________________________ get the promotion. 

3 You can contact him in the office on Mondays and Tuesdays if you wish to. 

 SHOULD 

 He is in the office on Mondays and Tuesdays, _________________________________ 

him.  

4 I am different from the other job candidates as I already have experience in this field. 

 WHAT 

 The fact that I already have experience in this field_________________________________ 

the other candidates. 

5 I have an invitation from them to travel to Australia with them. 

 INVITED  

 They _________________________________ to Australia with them. 

6 My boss thinks that I broke the photocopier. 

 ACCUSED 

 My boss _________________________________ the photocopier. 

7 They don’t like it because the course runs for eight consecutive weekends. 

 DISLIKE 

 What they _________________________________ it runs for eight consecutive weekends. 

8 We have to complain in order to get them to make any changes. 

 UNLESS 

 They _________________________________ we complain.  

9 I’ll be very angry if I lose my job because of your mistake. 

 WERE 

 I’d be very angry _________________________________ my job because of your mistake.  



Complete the text. Use only one word for each gap. 

I work for an exciting music magazine and I can’t believe that I (1) ________ have 

been working there for a year at the end of this month. I (2) ________ going to 

celebrate the anniversary with my colleagues but my boss has other ideas. He’s 

decided to send me to Spain that week, to do an article on a new band. As (3) 

________ I don’t know any more details about it and I am very upset about 

missing the planned celebrations. The party (4) ________ to have been at a special 

music venue which was very difficult to book because it’s so popular, and I only 

got it because I have written many positive articles about the venue and the bands 

that play there, so the owner did it as a favour to me. And now, (5) ________ to 

cancel is going to be very embarrassing and I will also be liable for heavy 

cancellation fees as the relationship I have with the owner does not stretch to him 

giving me the venue for free. My boss hasn’t told me how long I (6) ________ be 

staying in Spain, which is very annoying and, in fact, I am beginning to find it all 

very suspicious. When I told him about the cost of cancelling the venue, he smiled 

mysteriously and told me not to worry and that he (7) ________ pay. This 

behaviour is extremely unnerving as the boss isn’t usually so generous, so I’m now 

questioning why he’s being so nice. As (8) ________ as he’s not going to sack me, 

it’ll be fine, but now I’m not so sure. (9)  ________ he says to me, I can’t get the 

idea of losing my job out of my head! 

 

READING COMPREHENSION 

Beneath the façade 

Four reviewers comment on an exhibition of the works of portrait photographer, 

Irving Penn 

A 

What is most apparent from this exhibition of Irving Penn’s portraits, which 

covers the photographer’s entire career, is his commitment to quality and style. 

From the 1940s until his last work in 2007, he remained constant in his approach, 

never failing to deliver anything less than utter perfection. As his career 

progressed, Penn moved from classic fashion shots to focus more on portraits, 

investigating how far a person’s character can be portrayed on their face. He 

managed to shine a light on the inner qualities of his subjects by exaggerating an 

expression or gesture. The simplicity of the sets he used in all his portraits 

cleverly leaves his subjects nowhere to hide, exposing the individual behind the 

icon. The result is, for some, awkward, but for others it is liberating and only 



serves to magnify their status. The collection offers a fascinating insight into the 

true nature of some of the most significant cultural figures of the twentieth 

century. 

B 

Irving Penn once wrote that ‘very often what lies behind the façade is rare and 

more wonderful than the subject knows or dares to believe’. The exhibition 

displays portraits of some of the most celebrated figures of the last century, 

including John F Kennedy, Pablo Picasso and Truman Capote. The less obvious 

points of his subjects’ personalities are unashamedly portrayed by the 

photographer in characterless, bare surroundings. In showing the sitters without 

any of the trappings of celebrity, Penn successfully reveals qualities not seen in 

other portraits of such superstars. 

The development in style that takes place over Penn’s fifty-year career is clearly 

shown, from his full-body images of the forties, to more intimate close-up 

portraits of later years. These all demonstrate that Penn’s technical mastery is 

without equal. He undoubtedly created a style that later generations of 

photographers have found impossible not to imitate.  

C 

Irving Penn Portraits at the National Portrait Gallery follows the progress of the 

American photographer’s studio portraits from 1947–2007, emphasising the 

continuity of his vision, sensitivity to his subject and technical skill. It celebrates 

his interest in the power of photography (and its limitations) as a means of 

depicting the inner life of sitters and to discover, as Penn states, ‘what lies behind 

the façade’. Penn’s success lies in the importance of precision, attention to detail 

and meticulously planned composition. Penn is and will continue to be a giant in 

the world of photographic portraiture. But while he transformed the style of studio 

portraiture, his relevance also endures as a fashion photographer and the omission 

from this exhibition of some of his most iconic images for Vogue results in an 

incomplete portrayal of his achievements. 

D 

As Penn’s reputation inevitably begins to fade, those unfamiliar with his work 

might at  

first see only a collection of slightly out-of-date black and white portraits. But a 

closer inspection will reveal how Penn turns the face into a landscape to be 

explored and discovered. Every feature is highlighted in a manner that most 

photographers appear incapable of capturing today.  

The exhibition spans some fifty years of his work and one clearly sees a 

development in his confidence and style. The majority of these portraits were 

taken in his studio using a plain background and very few props. This helps to 

create a mood which, together with his expert use of light and shadow, make his 

images never less than exhilarating. Only in the last decade of his life does his 

work lose some of its magic: he experiments more with modern trends in lighting 

and appears to have been persuaded by celebrity publicists and fashion stylists to 

flatter his famous subjects. 

 

 



Read four reviews of a photography exhibition. For questions 1–6, choose from the  

 reviewers (A–D). The reviewers may be chosen more than once.  
 

Which reviewer 

1 does not appear to be impressed by the backgrounds used for the portraits? ____ 

2 believes that not all the portraits are of the highest standard? ____ 

3 says that contemporary photographers have been unable to match Penn’s skills? ____ 

4 thinks the exhibition is inadequate in some way? ____ 

5 observes that some of Penn’s sitters look uncomfortable with the minimalistic 

backgrounds? ____ 

6 feels that an attempt at modernisation reflected badly on Penn? ____ 

 


